BURNS   AND   MORLEY
u ay' CV?n thou&h the dec^ion for war was > having still to be confirmed by the House of -TW? °fJthese wit^rew their resignations Ration of Belgium's neutrality. ThSs there wo           Hn. end.°1nl7 two men, representatives of two
v°, iT 1tW°JSOCial circles: Lord Morley, seventy-six years old, the dignified President of the Privy Council, known throughout England as "Honest John/' a typical ±Lnglish compound of literary and political ability; and jonn tfurns, the Labour leader, who, half a century ago, as a ten-year-old boy, had been moulding and cutting candles, then made his own way wholly unassisted, became a Socialist because he found Mill too moderate, courted arrest and prison again and again; and, now, after eight years in the Ministry, resigned at serious personal joss, in order to record the veto of the powerful trade unions against the war.
These were the only two men in all Europe who, being in possession of power, refused to subscribe to a decision the unrighteousness of which men in every Cabinet recognised, but preferred not to notice. With this signature which they did not give, with this power which they renounced, Morley and Burns take a more honourable place in history than all the Emperors and Princes, Generals and Ministers of State, who, during these days, thought to consolidate their powers by decrees of war, and lost it in the end. For only two of the European statesmen, Lloyd George and Pashitch, who gave their signatures to the beginning of the war, retained their power unbroken to its close, and both of these lost it soon afterwards.
On the following day news came pouring in before and during the session of the House: Germany's invasion of Belgium became known at midday, and King Albert's telegram appealing for help during the session. Here the objections raised by the minority were at first unable to make themselves heard. MacDonald, the Labour leader, confined himself in the House to a short speech against
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